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[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing Assignment					Due: 
Choose one of the following essay prompts and construct an argumentative essay. Be sure to establish a clearly identifiable claim and support it with evidence and facts that help to strengthen the argument’s claim.  The essay must be a minimum of 5 paragraphs in length and must be clear of spelling and grammatical errors. Be sure to indent and make sure that body paragraphs have at least 5-8 sentences. Be sure to have an introduction, 3 body paragraphs and a conclusion.  
Topics:
· Should sports be coed? (Coed refers to having both sexes, male and female, play on the same teams)
· Should schools sell fast food?
· Should school be year round with more breaks to improve education?
· Should you have to wear a seatbelt on the bus?
· Is it fair to ban preteenagers and teenagers from the mall without adult supervision?
Rubric:
	
	Proficient  (4)
	Satisfactory  (3)
	Developing  (2)
	Poor  (1)

	Organization
	The essay is clearly formatted with clearly established thoughts, justification and flows smoothly.
	The essay is formatted clearly and thoughts run together smoothly and are coherent.
	It is difficult to follow the writer’s thoughts and the essay jumps around.
	There is no structure evident in the essay.

	Claim and Evidence
	There is a claim that is supported clearly and effectively with provided evidence.
	There is a claim and the evidence somewhat supports the claim.
	There is a claim but the evidence is lacking.
	There is no claim or the claim and evidence do not match.

	Focus
	The essay is clearly focused on the claim throughout its entirety.
	The essay is focused on the claim but is sometimes off-task.
	The essay is not focused on the claim
	No Claim. No Focus

	Grammar/Spelling
	Student's response is clearly established and had less than 5 grammatical or mechanical errors.
	Student's response is established but student has between 5 to 7 grammatical or mechanical errors
	Student's response jumps around and has more than 7 grammatical or mechanical errors.
	Student's response is unclear, difficult to follow and has too many errors that affect soundness of his/her writing.
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